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TAIWANESE AMERICAN PROFESSIONALS

Dear Members and Friends of TAP-Chicago, 

On behalf of the Lunar New Year Planning Committee, Host Committee, Leader-
ship Board, and the entire staff of TAP-Chicago, it is my pleasure to welcome you 
to the 5th Annual Lunar New Year Celebration. This event represents the most 
ambitious undertaking in TAP-Chicago’s history, and we are glad you are a part 
of it!

Our annual lunar New Year celebration has always been a favorite for members. 
This year, we are excited to host three times the number of attendees and provide 
a higher level of food, beverage, atmosphere, and entertainment. Additionally, 
we are proud to bring you 4 different Asian American cultural performances rep-
resenting both traditional and contemporary styles. We are grateful for the sup-
port of almost 40 major sponsors and organization partners. 

This year has been filled with growth for TAP-Chicago as we continued our trans-
formation from a casual social network to a more effective and focused commu-
nity organization. Thanks to the efforts of the dozens of volunteers that make up 
our Leadership Board, Advisory Board, committees, and event production teams, 
in the last year we have:

•	 More than doubled membership to over 1,000 people
•	 Increased event frequency to 5 per month (approx 60 per year)
•	 Created new programs like our medal-winning dragon boat team, pro-

fessional development seminars, monthly community service series, and 
community leadership training

•	 Expanded our core organizing group from 5 or 6 members to 19 Leader-
ship Board members

•	 Collaborated with over a dozen other community groups
•	 Hosted events at some of the city’s best venues like Grid, Pump Room, 

Hubbard Inn, Benchmark, JW Marriott, and Union Sushi

While we faced our share of challenges this year, I have been constantly surprised 
and inspired by the dedication and enthusiasm of our team. We discovered the 
difficulty of effectively coordinating and motivating a large, all-volunteer, part-
time, virtual team. And along the way we learned that we value:

•	 Pursuing growth, learning, and transformation
•	 Building a positive team and family spirit
•	 Being passionate and determined
•	 Building strong relationships with open and timely communication
•	 Doing everything with WOW!

By attending Lunar New Year 2013 you are part of the largest Chicagoland hol-
iday event ever organized by second generation Asian Americans. Throughout 
the planning process, we realized how blessed we were to work with so many 
wonderful people. We would like to thank all of our volunteers, members, and 
YOU for your help in building a strong community! None of this would be possi-
ble without your support. We look forward to spending a wonderful night with 
you all! Happy New Year! 新年快樂!

Hauwei Lien
TAP-Chicago President
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Tonight’s Program

Happy New Year 
from the members of

TAP-Chicago Join us for the 
Official LNY After-Party at 

Tantrik

7PM - 8PM	 	 Cocktail & Networking Reception  

			   Lion Dance

			   Opening Remarks

8PM - 10PM		 Dinner

	 	 	 Traditional Chinese Dance

			   Taiko Drumming

			   Hip Hop Dance

10PM - 11PM	 Raffle

			   Dessert

			   Networking & Dancing

11PM and on	 After Party at Tantrik
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JAConnect (Japanese American Service Committee)

Japan Exchange and Teaching Alumni Association (JETAA)

Northwestern University Asian American Alumni Association (NU-A5)

Project Vision

UChicago Asian Pacifi c American Law Students Association

Contributing Sponsors

Community Partners

Marketing Partners

Additional Donors
Cattleya Bridal & Floral Design

Crown Imports

First Bank and Trust of Evanston

Formosa Travel

O2concepts

Sakura

DePaul University College of Law 
Asian Pacifi c American 

Law Students Association

Presenting Sponsor

Supporting Sponsors

LIN & LINCOLN CPA’S, LLC
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Performance Biographies
Chicago Chinese Cultural Center Lion Dance Troupe

The Chicago Chinese Cultural Center lion dance team, directed by P.C. 
Leung, was founded in 1990 with a mission to promote Chinese cul-
ture, health and physical fi tness. The team is one of the most promi-
nent lion dance groups in the Chicagoland area and has performed at 
many venues including Millennium Park, McCormick Place, Peninsula 
Hotel, Navy Pier, Field Museum, Adler Planetarium, Shedd Aquarium, 
Museum of Science and Industry, Art Institute, Garfi eld Park, O’Hare 
Airport, United Center, Soldier Field, and Brookfi eld Zoo.

Flying Fairies Dance Group

Founded in 2010, the Flying Fairies Dance Arts Center is a performing 
arts and educational organization that promotes the understanding 
and appreciation of Chinese culture by preserving traditional genres 
and nurturing innovations that refl ect our dynamic and diverse cul-
tural heritage. The dance group is led by Ms. Jin Qiu Yue, one of Chi-
cago’s foremost Chinese dancers, choreographers and educators. The 
group is composed of children and adults from the Chicagoland area 
who are enthusiasts of traditional Chinese dance. Its mission is to share 
the richness of Chinese heritage and culture through the professional 
training and performance of traditional, classical and folk dances. Our 
performers have participated in numerous festivals and celebrations 
throughout Chicagoland, including the spectacular Qi Xi production at 
Millennium Park attended by over 6,000 people.

The lion dance tradition dates back thousands of years. The dance 
brings prosperity, luck and happiness. The origin of the Lion Dance at 
Chinese New Year is thought to have started through a legend hand-
ed down through the generations. According to the legend a mythical 
beast called a Nian (meaning year in Chinese) would come and attack 
villagers at the same time every year. The villagers asked for the help 
of a great colorful lion spirit, who came and drove the Nian away with 
much noise. The following year the people were left defenseless as the 
lion was away defending the Emperor’s Palace. The people improvised 
and created a false lion out of cloth and bamboo along with noisy fi re-
crackers to drive the Nian away. This was so successful that every year 
since then the lion dance is performed to frighten away evil spirits and 
bring luck in with the New Year.
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Ho Etsu Taiko

Ho Etsu Taiko is a Chicago-based Japanese music ensemble that brings 
a passionate energy and lively spirit to taiko’s rich tradition. We offer a 
bright and lively sound, infusing taiko’s cultural legacy with new vital-
ity and bridging the tradition through fresh experiences and infl uenc-
es. We’ve performed throughout Chicago and the Midwest with nota-
ble appearances at University of Chicago’s Logan Center, the Museum 
of Contemporary Art and the Chicago Cultural Center. For bookings, 
workshops or membership inquiries, please visit www.hoetsu.com.  

KAPWA Modern

KAPWA Modern is a Hip Hop dance group affi liated with Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago and is a branch off of Kapwa, Loyola's Filipino Orga-
nization. Under the direction of Gabriela Miller, Vanessa De Leon, and 
sub-directors Liz Galvan, Daniel Dinh, and Roldan Alegre, KAPWA 
Modern brings together a diverse group of individuals from Chicago. 
Our group represents various different backgrounds, styles of dance, 
and hip hop crews from Chicago, including Puzzle League, Work in 
Progress, CODA, JiggNation, and INsight Crew. We express ourselves 
through movement in order to represent our culture and our KAPWA 
mission to become a “brotherhood.” We are a family united by our pas-
sion for dance.   
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TAIWANESE AMERICAN PROFESSIONALS

TAP-Chicago Mission

• Network Taiwanese Americans in the Chicagoland area and 

build a strong community of people who support one an-

other

• Help our members develop personally and professionally 

and become leaders for the community

• Increase knowledge of and appreciation for Taiwanese 

American and Asian American culture and strengthen our 

sense of identity

• Give back to the community in tangible waysAbout TAP-Chicago

TAP-Chicago is an Illinois not-for-profi t organization founded in 

2008 to help strengthen and unite the Taiwanese American com-

munity in Chicagoland. We provide social networking, cultural, 

professional development, athletic, community service, and 

leadership opportunities to Taiwanese American professionals 

in their 20s and 30s. From humble beginnings, TAP-Chicago has 

grown to 1000+ members and has hosted over 80 events since 

our inception 5 years ago! In fulfi lling our mission, we collaborate 

with many different Asian American, cultural, professional, and 

social service organizations in the greater Chicagoland area.

TAP-Chicago Vision

“Be the best Asian American organization in the Midwest in order 

to develop leadership and to serve as a model for community 

organizing”
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TAP-Chicago Leadership Board
President - Hauwei Lien

Vice President for External Affairs - Grant Wu

Vice President for Internal Affairs - Patty Shih

Secretary - Tina Ho

Treasurer - Gino Kao

Historian - Frank Jiang

Athletic & Adventure Directors - Craig Chin, Shelley Xu

Community Service Directors - Autumn Chim, Henry So 

Cultural Directors - Phil Liou, Shannon Sung

Membership Directors - Anny Chou, Paul Ko

Professional Development Directors - Chen Chen, Jack Tian

Public Relations Director - Shenny Wu

Social Networking Directors - Daisy Yang, Yen-Chih Tsai

TAP-Chicago Staff
Dragon Boat Team Coordinator - Sue Chang

Webmaster & Designer - Eric Liao

Culture Center of TECO in 

Chicago

55 E. 63rd St.

Westmont, IL 60559-2601

Tel: 630-323-2440

www.ocac.gov.tw/chicago

The Overseas Chinese Affairs Council, R.O.C. 
(Taiwan), the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Offi ce in Chicago (TECO), and the Culture 
Center of TECO wish you a happy lunar new 
year!

CONGRATULATIONS TO TAP-CHICAGO 
FOR A SUCCESSFUL 5 YEARS!

Taipei Economic and 

Cultural Offi ce in Chicago

180 N Stetson Ave, Suite 5701

Chicago, IL 60601 

Tel: 312-616-0100

www.tecochicago.org
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Lunar New Year
Planning Committee

Host Committee
Anica Wu
Anne Fan
Anny Chou
Autumn Chim
Chen Chen
Daisy Yang
Edwin Nam
Frank Jiang
George Dong
Grant Wu
Hauwei Lien

Jennifer Peng
Jonathan Chu
Karen Chiu
Karen Huynh
Karen Hwang
Norm Leong
Patty Shih
Paul Ko
Phil Liou
Phil Ren
Pirada Molina

Sam Chae
Shannon Sung
Shelley Xu
Shenny Wu
Sue Chang
Tiffany Huang
Tina Ho
Tom Li
Tracy Lin
Yen-Chih Tsai

Alice Fan
Anne Fan
Daisy Yang
Grant Wu 
Hauwei Lien
Patty Shih
Phil Liou 
Phil Ren 
Shannon Sung
Shelley Xu
Tina Ho
Tracy Lin 
Yen-Chih Tsai 

Program Book Design
Flyer & Program Book Design
Raffl e & Silent Auction

Sponsorship
Venue
 
 
Committee Chair
Decoration
Programming
 
Food & Beverage

Special Thanks
Anica Wu
Grace Choi
John Robinson from 
Mandarin Quarterly
Paul Ko
Joe Moon (DJ Krazy)

Hannah Imber, Toula Georgakopoulos, and 
the staff of the National Hellenic Museum
John Flaws from Windy City Music
Lauren Aardema from Jewell Catering
Lisa Chen from Tamarind and Vora
Seung Park from TFA Signs
Stacie Scott and Ting Shen (Photographers)



Founded in 1971 and based in Los Angeles, TCW man-
ages a broad range of innovative, clients' wealth.. TCW 
clients include many of the largest corporate and public 
pension plans, financial institutions, endowments and 
foundations in the US, as well as a substantial number 
of foreign investors and high net worth individuals. TCW 
works in close partnership with Financial Advisors to 
help build their businesses and meet the needs of their 
clients.

South Figueroa Street, Suite Los Angeles
www.tcw. cw.com

 

Trust Air Cargo (USA) Co., 
International Freight Forwarder and Licensed Customs Broker providing full international cargo 

transportation and logistics services via ocean, air, and truck. 

2206 Lively Blvd 

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 

Ph. 630-350-2740 

Fax 630-350-2839 

Mob. 847-710-1688 

www.trustaircargo.com 
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HAPPY LUNAR NEW YEAR 
AND CONGRATULATIONS TO TAP-CHICAGO

ON A FANTASTIC 2012!

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission.  
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

 
Chicago Condo Group is the premiere real estate team 
serving clients in the Chicagoland area.  We specialize in:

Luxury Homes and Condos
First Time Home Buyers

Leasings and Rentals
Short Sales and Foreclosure Certified Experts

 
Contact Annie or Patty for your personal consultation.

Info@ChicagoCondoGroup.com  |  312.501.2001
www.ChicagoCondoGroup.com

j a m E S o n S i R . C o m
4 2 5  w  n o RT H  av E n u E , C H i C ag o  i L , 6 0 6 1 0 

3 1 2 . 7 5 1 . 0 3 0 0

Wishing you prosperity  
and happiness in the new year!
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TAP-Chicago Past Events
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Congratulations to the TAP-Chicago Leader-
ship Board, committee members, and volun-
teers on a successful year! Thank you for all 

your hard work on behalf of the community.

Allow us to help g�ow your 
           individual and company finances.

At Lin & Lincoln CPA’s, LLC  we provide f�ll range accounting ser�ices and 

have helped generations of individual and business clients since 1975. 
 

We specialize in:

- Interstate and international tax services and savings
- Bookkeeping and full service auditing            
- Tax consulting and financial management      

LIN & LINCOLN CPA’S, LLC
1132 Waukegan Road, Suite #101
Glenview, IL 60025-3060
Tel:  (847) 998-8888
Fax: (847) 998-9599
www.lincpa.com

For more information:For more information:
 Contact Tina Ho, VP and TAP-Chicago Secretary or 
 Email us at cpa@lincpa.com



Happy Lunar New Year!

Congratulations on a successful 2012,
Let’s make 2013 your

BEST YEAR YET!
We look forward to a strong partnership 

for many years to come!!

Wintrust Mortgage is a division of Barrington Bank & Trust Company, N.A., a Wintrust Community Bank. 
Wintrust NMLS# 449042 © 2013 Wintrust Mortgage 130200611

Tammy K. Hajjar 
Senior Mortgage Consultant

NMLS# 981615

Mobile: 773.609.4374 
Office: 312.462.7704 
eFax: 855.686.5377  
THajjar@WintrustMortgage.com

40 W. Hubbard St., 2nd Floor, Chicago, IL 60654

Steven Bote 
Senior Mortgage Consultant

NMLS# 226829

Cell: 312.725.8992 
Direct: 773.938.8201 
eFax: 855.226.1478
SBote@WintrustMortgage.com

130200611 Hajjar Bote-Lunar Year Ad-5x8.indd   1 2/19/13   1:50 PM

The Shi-Tai United Fund 
wishes TAP-Chicago a 

successful event!

 
世台聯合基金會 SHI-TAI UNITED FUND INC.

STUF - United Impact for a Better World
http://www.shitaiunitedfund.org/
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Athletics & Adventure
What is TAP-Chicago A&A?   These are the FACTS:  

Fitness:  1-hour long Crossfi t sessions during the warmer months and 

13-week indoor sessions during the winter.  

Adrenaline:  Future events include skydiving, paint balling, mud runs, 

white water rafting, fl ip cup competitions, and much more!

Competition:  Victorious over the competition!  TAP-Chicago 

Dragon Boat team medaled in all 3 races in its inaugural 

2012 season.

Teamwork:  Fun team of young, energetic pro-

fessionals looking for a physical challenge to 

accomplish together.

Sexiness:  Just a bunch of people breaking 

a sweat because it’s sexy!  

Community Service

TAP-Chicago’s Community Service com-

mittee partners with local Chicago service 

organizations to provide monthly volun-

teer opportunities. Volunteering is an excel-

lent way for TAP-Chicago members to meet 

other civic-minded peers in the community. 

Past opportunities have included tutoring at local 

youth agencies, preparing meals at community kitch-

ens, dog-walking at animal rescues, gardening at community 

farms, and more. Many TAP-Chicago volunteers have gone on to volun-

teer regularly with our community service partners. In the last year, we 

have organized 9 events with 128 volunteers, totaling over 400 volunteer 

hours! We welcome you to join us for our next Community Service event.

Cultural
The Cultural committee organizes events that increase knowledge of, 

and appreciation for Taiwanese and Asian American culture. These in-

clude some of TAP-Chicago’s largest and most popular events such as 

Double Ten, Dragon Boat, and Mid-Autumn Festivals, and of course 

Lunar New Year! One of the most important parts of Taiwanese cul-

ture is food! Our recurring Taiwanese breakfast and dinner events are 

a great way to sample authentic Taiwanese cuisine. We high-

light Taiwanese American and Asian American artists, 

fi lmmakers, and musicians by hosting movie nights 

and attending cultural performances. We hope to 

see you at our next Taiwanese breakfast Sun-

day, March 24th, at the much-awaited Vora 

Restaurant. 

Professional 
Development

An important part of TAP-Chicago’s mis-

sion is helping our members grow person-

ally and professionally. We believe every-

one has the potential to improve, develop, 

and transform. Whether you are looking to 

network, exercise a new skill, or learn about 

other career paths, TAP-Chicago can help. Some 

of our past Professional and Development events in-

clude:

• Professional Seminar with Umi Song, Executive Director of the 

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

• Professional Networking at Vertigo with NU-A5 and APN

• Sales Training with John Martin of Sandler Training

• TAP-Masters: Public Speaking Workshop Series
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Social Networking

Looking to expand your social network? Regardless whether you are 

new to the city or have lived here all your life, we host monthly events 

for you to meet other fun-loving people in the Asian American com-

munity. Some of our past events include happy hours, group meals, 

picnics/BBQs, hiking, wine tasting, and other fun activities! If you like 

hosting events for your friends, join the Social Networking Committee 

and help us plan our next exciting outing. We would love your help in 

creating long-lasting memories for the community! Our next event is 

happy hour at Blokes & Birds on Thursday, March 14th, see you there!

Membership
• It’s not just you! Over 400 new members have joined TAP-Chicago 

in the last year

• Most people come to their fi rst event on their own

• TAP-Chicago is a 100% volunteer run, non-profi t. We rely on our 

awesome volunteers to make events and programs possible.

• Membership is free!

• Our members come from many parts of the world and every walk 

of life

• There are many different opportunities to get more involved, from 

lending an occasional helping hand, event planning, outreach, 

and consulting, up to serving on the Leadership Board! Talk to any 

Board member or email anny@tapchicago.org to learn more. 

The goal of TAP-Chicago’s Membership committee is to recruit and 

welcome new members, communicate with existing members, and 

identify the very best candidates for committee and Leadership Board 

positions. In addition to working with individual members, we host 

general member events such as Mozart at Millennium and Member-

ship Bruncheon. Our next event is a Membership Wine & Dessert Tast-

ing on Thursday, March 7th. We hope you can join us for this fun op-

portunity to meet members, sample delicious food & drink, and hear 

different perspectives on the TAP-Chicago experience! 
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Fitness and Dragon Boat Conditioning
Date: Every Sun
Time: 11:30am - 12:30pm
Place: UNICUS Fitness, 625 N. Michigan Ave.
Work out with members of TAP-Chicago’s Dragon Boat team and friends 
every Sunday to March 31! Build functional strength, endurance, and 
mental toughness. Drop-in and monthly rates available.

Community Service at A Just Harvest Community Kitchen
Date: Sat, March 2, 2013
Time: 4:00pm - 6:30pm
Place: A Just Harvest Community Kitchen, 7649 N. Paulina St.
Come join the fi ght against poverty and hunger as we serve at one of the 
largest soup kitchens! Part of our monthly community service series.

Membership Wine & Dessert Tasting
Date: Thu, March 7, 2013
Time: 8:00pm – 9:30pm
Place: the future home of Vora Restaurant, 1028 N Clark St.
Meet new friends, taste different wines and desserts, and hear different 
perspectives about TAP-Chicago at this FREE member-only event!

Ski Trip Getaway
Date: Sat, March 9 to Sun, March 10, 2013
Time: 9:00am - 9:00am
Place: Alpine Valley Resort, WI
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to embark on a 24-hour 
journey including skiing, snowboarding, and bonding with new friends 
over warm cups of hot chocolate. 

March Happy Hour at Blokes and Birds
Date: Thur, March 14, 2013
Time: 6:00pm - 9:00pm
Place: Blokes and Birds, 3343 N Clark St.
Get ready for a fun night of music, food and drinks at Blokes & Birds gas-
tropub. Drinks specials include $4 Well Drinks and $4 Craft Cans. 

Taiwanese Breakfast
Date: Sun, March 24, 2013
Time: 1:00pm – 2:30pm
Place: Vora Restaurant, 1028 N Clark St.
Get all your favorite Taiwanese breakfast and street foods at one of 
TAP-Chicago’s most popular events.

For more about events, 
See our website http://tapchicago.org
Join our Facebook http://www.facebook.com/groups/tapchicago

Upcoming Events
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Thank you.

191 N Wacker Dr.
Suite 1800
Chicago, IL 60606
www.tapchicago.org


